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       Summer Reading 
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Dear Class of 2022 (Honors),

Welcome to Senior Honors English! Our English class is built upon the skills 
you’ve attained in the last three years through reading works of both fiction and 
nonfiction. Our goal is to foster independence and critical thinking when you read. 
Together we will assemble a toolkit filled with techniques for you to use as you arrive at 
your own understanding of the texts we read. 

We are particularly excited about the choices that we have assembled for your summer 
reading. Your assignment will be comprised of three parts:  A   B  C

In addition to summer reading, we would like you to take advantage of the extended 
holiday break to read our first assigned text and complete an assignment.This part is 
due October 4.
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Read one of the texts which all 
deal with family trauma and the 
resilience that the characters 
develop in its wake.

Read selected chapters 
from How to Read 
Literature Like a 
Professor by Thomas C. 
Foster. (Amazon link) (PDF 
link)

Complete an assignment that 
combines the two by using the 
strategies in How to Read 
Literature Like a Professor with 
the text that you read.

A B C

https://www.amazon.com/How-Read-Literature-Like-Professor/dp/0062301675/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3GVBJCBJMVLI4&dchild=1&keywords=how+to+read+literature+like+a+professor&qid=1620609327&s=books&sprefix=how+to+read+li%2Cstripbooks%2C160&sr=1-1
https://mseffie.com/assignments/professor/How%20to%20Read%20Literature%20like%20a%20Professor%202nd.pdf
https://mseffie.com/assignments/professor/How%20to%20Read%20Literature%20like%20a%20Professor%202nd.pdf
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a. Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
b. Educated by Tara 

Westover
c. The Midnight Library by 

Matt Haig
d. Fifty Words for Rain by 

Asha Lemmie

A-CHOICE

https://www.amazon.com/Homegoing-Yaa-Gyasi/dp/1101971061
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501
https://www.amazon.com/Midnight-Library-Novel-Matt-Haig/dp/0525559477/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2J4L787SFGHYY&dchild=1&keywords=midnight+library&qid=1620608875&s=books&sprefix=midnigh%2Cstripbooks%2C175&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Midnight-Library-Novel-Matt-Haig/dp/0525559477/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2J4L787SFGHYY&dchild=1&keywords=midnight+library&qid=1620608875&s=books&sprefix=midnigh%2Cstripbooks%2C175&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fifty-Words-Rain-Asha-Lemmie/dp/1524746363/ref=sr_1_1?crid=329695Z071CYJ&dchild=1&keywords=fifty+words+for+rain+a+novel+by+asha+lemmie&qid=1620608908&s=books&sprefix=fifty+wo%2Cstripbooks%2C155&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fifty-Words-Rain-Asha-Lemmie/dp/1524746363/ref=sr_1_1?crid=329695Z071CYJ&dchild=1&keywords=fifty+words+for+rain+a+novel+by+asha+lemmie&qid=1620608908&s=books&sprefix=fifty+wo%2Cstripbooks%2C155&sr=1-1
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a. Introduction: “How’d He Do That?”
b. Chapter 1: “Every Trip is a Quest”
c. Chapter 2: “Nice to Eat with You”
d. Chapter 4: “Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before?”

i. Optional: Chapters 5-8 expand on the ideas presented in 
Chapter 4.

e. Chapter 9: “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow”
i. Optional: Chapters 19-20 expand on the ideas presented 

in Chapter 9.
f. Chapter 10: “Never Stand Next to the Hero”

g. Chapter 15: “Flights of Fancy”
h. Chapter 18: “If She Comes Up, It’s Baptism”
i. Chapter 21: “Marked for Greatness”

i. Optional: Chapters 22-23 expand on the ideas presented 
in chapter 21.

j. Chapter 25: “It’s My Symbol and I’ll Cry If I Want To”
i. Optional: Chapter 12 also discusses symbolism.

B- Selected Chapters
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Complete an assignment that combines the two by using the strategies in 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor with the text that you read.
a. Choose five of the strategies you learned.
b. Choose a medium. We think it will be easiest to use one medium for 

all responses, but you can mix and match if you’d like.
i. Flipgrid (to be completed by the first day of school)
ii. Written response (to be uploaded to GC on the first day of 

school)
c. Explain the strategy using references to Foster's language and 

describe how the strategy brought you to a deeper or new 
understanding of the text.

   C

https://flipgrid.com/0dba058b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xnrpERp929HBhWenO7I33vHAUVFYpljdwM9DXodZDK0/edit?usp=sharing
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We are excited to add The 
New York Times bestseller 
This Tender Land by 
William Kent Kruger to our 
curriculum. Set in the 
summer of 1932, at the 
height of the Great 
Depression, the novel 
follows a young boy and his 
three companions on an 
epic journey through the 
heart of America.

Your assignment will be made of three parts:
a. As you read the text, look out for passages - 

groups of words, sentences, or even whole 
paragraphs - that grab your attention. These can 
be passages with beautiful language, provocative 
ideas, interesting information, or anything else 
that makes you pause. Make a note of each of 
those passages (include page numbers). Please 
be sure to mark off at least two passages in each 
of the book’s six sections (min. 12 passages 
total).

b. Once you’ve assembled a list of passages, 
choose two that stand out to you the most. For 
each passage, compose a paragraph that 
explains why this one stands out to you from both 
the book and your list of passages.

c. Write a third paragraph in which you choose a 
single quote that you feel like others could relate 
to or benefit from. Explain why you’ve chosen this 
quotation and how it connects to the overall 
themes of the novel.

https://www.amazon.com/This-Tender-Land-William-Krueger/dp/1476749299
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“One glance at a book and you 
hear the voice of another person, 
perhaps someone dead for 1,000 
years. To read is to voyage 
through time.” – Carl Sagan


